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istration began to appease the American people 
instead of the war profiteers. That should be the 
ultimatum of all consumers, since it is they who 
are the American people. Price control has become 
such an obvious farce that tremendous indigna- 
tion is sweeping through the ranks of the public 
at the failure of the O.P.A. to deflate the balloon 
of the rising cost of living. 
Publicity Will Boomerang 
Recently a certain amount of publicity has been 
given to the reduction in prices of a few items. 
If this has been meant to impress the housewives 
and their husbands who struggle every day across 
the counter to try to buy what they need, with a 
diminishing dollar-value and a mercurially rising 
price list, then the O.P.A. is in for a rude shock. 
As far as the actual situation is concerned, prices 
are still going up and no ceiling is in sight. 


lip IS about time that the Office of Price Admin- 


Prices in Restaurants 


A few examples will show exactly what is hap- 
pening—and the consumers of this country know 
this to be only too tragically true. Take, for in- 
stance, food in restaurants. When restaurant prices 
were frozen they had already long since been 
jacked up to an inflationary level. If you buy a 
steak, you not only pay much more for it, but you 
get much less in quantity as well as in quality. 
Whereas formerly you could order an entire meal 
for one price, now you have to pay for each sep- 
arate item, such as soup, salad and the main en- 
tree. This has really tripled the cost of a meal. 
Furthermore, hundreds of thousands of wage earn- 
ers in this state alone have to depend on restau- 
rants for one or more of their meals each day. 

A vendor can easily slip a new label on a can 
of beans and raise its price, because to this day 
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the O.P.A. has not done anything about controlling 
the grading of articles which are sold. In this way 
alone, unscrupulous vendors readily overcome price 
regulation. 


Clothing has deteriorated in quality to an extent 
that no one in his right mind would dare to deny 
it. What is this, if it is not an increase in price? 
Literally, hundreds of other examples could be 
cited to prove the ineffectuality of O.P.A. price 
control. 

Estimating Living Cost 


What good does it do to cut the price a few 
cents on butter and a few other items, if the 
profiteers continue to adulterate their products 
and nothing is done to stop them? Before any 
estimate can be made to determine whether the 
cost of living is dropping, it will be necessary to 
make a computation of the movement of prices of 
an adequate number of necessary commodities 
over a sufficient period of time. The mere reduc- 
tion in the price of a few commodities is nothing 
but a piece of inconsequential tampering which 
cannot by the widest stretch of the imagination be 
characterized as a price control policy. 


Subsidizing of Vendors 


Another dangerous phase of this problem is the 
contemplated policy of subsidizing the vendors 
whose commodity prices are chipped off a bit. 
This only throws the burden back to the consum- 
ing public in the form of indirect taxation. It is 
taking away with the left hand what it gives with 
the right. Such a policy continues to place the 
terrific inflationary pressure wholly on the con- 
sumer. And hardest hit of all the consumers are 
the wage earners, who spend the biggest part of 
their earnings—which as a whole are less than the 
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income of any other segment of the population— 
on food, clothing and the like. 

The entire apparatus of enforcement is so ar- 
chaic that most offenders will be tried years after 
the war is over, at the rate the program is panning 
out now. All cases must be referred to the Attor- 
ney General’s office, which in turn assigns prose- 
cutors to the cases. The O.P.A. is entirely power- 
less to prosecute cases with which they may be 
intimately acquainted. Instead, remote control is 
exercised from Washington through a personnel 
who are usually completely green, and ignorant of 
the essential details of the cases involved. 


Appeasement of Profiteers 


Right along the O.P.A. has been appeasing the 
profiteers because they have been able to bring 
sufficient pressure to bear when price schedules 
were in the process of being stablished. The O.P.A. 
has not only been subject to these pressure groups 
but invariably it has caved in miserably. So far 
the consumers have been complaining, but doing 
little else besides. Now the time has come when 
the consumer must rear up, quit whining and apply 
pressure that will be greater than that of the 
ruthless profiteers. 


Will Not Ignore Problem 

Wages have been frozen; jobs have been fro- 
zen; but prices continue to spurt upward like a 
gusher. This cannot go on forever. It is more than 
time for the consumer to make himself heard. 

The California State Federation of Labor does 
not intend to ignore this problem which is so 
cruelly victimizing the hundreds of thousands of 
its members as well as the millions of other con- 
sumers. Come what may, it will continue to fight 
harder than ever before for a realistic and effective 
policy of price control. 


Labor Council Committee Report on Shipyards’ Food Facilities 


HE San Francisco Labor Council received a 

most comprehensive report, last Friday evening, 
from its commtitee which had been named to investi- 
gate food facilities in the Bay Area shipyards for 
their thousands of employees. 

Serving on the committee were George Hayward, 
Harry Hook and Ernest Lavino, and the lengthy re- 
port they submitted proved to be most interesting, 
though not altogether pleasing in view of the condi- 
tions revealed in the subject under study. It was 
given unanimous approval by the Council and copies 
ordered sent to governmental.authorities, to the end 
o! bringing about remedial measures. 


Study Made at Seven Plants 


The committee reported upon food conditions in 
seven yards—Bethlehem, Marinship, Moore’s and the 
four Richmond plants. Scope of the investigation in- 
cluded situation and ground space in each yard, eat- 
ing facilities and their operation, number of meals 

rved, quality and quantity of food, prices, sanitary 
onditions in food preparation, and distance from work 
“hops to eating places. Following is only a brief 
-ummary of the committee findings: 


At the Bethlehem yard, where 18,000 are employed, 
feeding of the workers rests on the shoulders of one 
concessionnaire, who claims to have thirty food dis- 
pensary units, each 4x8 feet in size, and with a cafe- 
teria for office workers. Fifty-eight employees take 
care of every aspect of the operations, including prep- 
aration and dispensing. The committee was told that 
5300 meals are served daily on the three shifts. 

Items and Prices at Bethlehem 

The following items are dispensed from the food 
units: Hamburger sandwich on a bun, all wrapped 
up and brought in from the outside, 15 cents; hot 
dog and bun, also prepared in the same way, 15c; 
chili beans served in a small paper container less 
than a half pint, 10c; cold, wrapped, Duchess sand- 
wich, 15c; orange or ice cream, 5c; coffee with or 
without milk in a paper cup, 10c; a very small thin 
cut of pie with little filling in it, 10c. The cafeteria, 
which the committee was not privileged to visit, is 
said to serve verious hot items of food. 

The food is served by two men on the wagon, 
termed regular and irregular employees. The regular 
employee is one who is a full-time culinary worker; 


an irregular employee, a regular shipyard worker who, 
instead of taking time out from his work to eat, 
works for the concessionnaire all dressed up in his 
greasy work clothes, to make an extra fifty cents 
or so. 


The committee was in the yards when the whistle 
blew for the noon lunch, and saw flocks of workers 
rushing to the food stalls and forming in long lines 
to await their turn to secure some “of the meager and 
inadequate food served.” There is no place for the 
workers to sit “except. on the ground or some avail- 
able object.” 

The Marinship Plant 


At the Marinship yard in Sausalito there is also a 
lone concessionnaire, who controls food sale at the 
plant and at a cafeteria, the latter located some two 
miles distant. The concessionnaire, however, is only 
permitted to make a certain profit, any excess to re- 
sult in lower prices or improvement of his equipment. 
In the yard are five food stalls, with others reported 
under construction. Two stalls operate throughout 
the twenty-four hours. The cafeteria, lunch wagons 

(Continued on Page Two) 
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and stalls and thelr cyuipment at thie yard are ownod 
by the Maritime Commission. 


The committee was told that 1500 lunch boxes, at 
35 cents each, are sold here daily. The box lunches 
consist of two sandwiches, “one of possibly boloney” 
and the other of some kind of spread, one of dark 
bread and the other white; a small cup of rice pud- 
ding, only half full; a very small cup half filled with 
macaroni salad; an orange and a cup cake. Milk is 
sold at 17 cents a quart; a pint at 11 cents; coffee 
cake, 5 cents; plain assorted sandwiches, 15 cents; 
orange, 5 cents, and coffee, 5 cents a cup. Two or 
three girls at each stall serve the food. They are 
neatly dressed, clean appearing and are hired through 
the culinary unions. 

At this yard, also, workers must sit on any object 
they can find, and there is no shelter from inclement 
weather. Equipment in the kitchen was reported by 
the committee to be far from adequate for the pur- 
pose of feeding a large group. 

At Moore’s and Richmond 


At the Moore yard, several concessionnaires have 
charge. One canteen serves approximately 250 meals 
in twenty-four hours. Another, operating a 6x10-foot 
stall, feeds about 150. Scattered around the yard 
are eight food dispensaries, each unit serving around 
225 meals in twenty-four hours. A meal consists of 
spaghetti, macaroni, hot dogs, coffee, milk and pie, 
and averages around 50 cents in price. There is a 
cafeteria, having a seating capacity of 500, but serv- 
ing only two shifts. Each unit in this yard is like- 
wise staffed with girls, neatly dressed, and employed 
through the culinary unions. 

At the Richmond No. 1 yard the only food supply 
is from five wagons, sent to different locations. Box 
lunches are 35 cents, special sandwiches 15 cents, 
coffee, milk and oranges, and hot broth served in a 
paper cup at 10 cents. 

Reserved for Officials 

Richmond Yard No. 2 has a small lunch counter, 
reserved for officials, and closed at the time for work- 
ers to eat. There is a cafeteria for office workers, 
apparently with a seating capacity of 150, though the 
committee did not gain access to it. “Workers by 
the thousands were seen sitting on the pavement or 
on the ground” eating their lunches. 


Richmond Yard No..3 has no eating facilities for 
workers. There is a lunch wagon outside the gates, 
but employees are not permitted outside the yard 
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during their shifts. And Richmond Yard No. 4 has 
no eating facilities whatever. 
Growth of a City 

The committee noted that the city of Richmond 
had a population of around 30,000 prior to the war, 
and now estimated to be 125,000 or more. In the new 
living quarters constructed for workers no provision 
is made for stores or restaurants. 


At two or three of the yards the committee also 
made some investigation of the meat supply and al- 
lotment under rationing, and estimated the amount 
that each customer might receive if evenly divided. 
The results were not flattering. The committee also 
submitted this tabulation from its general findings: 

Tabulation From Findings 


No. of Workers 
No. of Not Getting 
Meals Served Meals in Yards 


5,300 —«:12,700 
4500 13,500 
3,200 31,800 


No. of 
Workers 


18,000 
18,000 
35,000 


YARDS 
Bethlehem 
Marinship 


Richmond (Kaiser) 

No. 1 Yard 25,000 
Richmond Yard No. 2.. 30,000 
Richmond Yard No. 3.. 25,000 
Richmond Yard No. 4.. 25,000 


23,000 
29,000 
25,000 
25,000 


176,000 161,000 


Following are the conclusions and recommendations 
which the committee submitted to the Labor Council: 
Committee’s Conclusions 

Having taken into consideration in detail all of 
the conditions herein outlined, it is the opinion of the 
committee that the feeding operations in the visited 
shipyards as a whole are not only inadequate, but 
constitute a great peril to the national effort in the 
winning of the war. 

1. (a) It has been established, as shown in the 
above chart, that less than 9 per cent of the workers 
have been given the opportunity to obtain any item of 
food within the premises of the shipyard area. 

(b) The amount of food contained in those lunch 
boxes is not. sufficient to constitute a meal. 

(c) Its quality is dangerously deficient in nourish- 
ment, and 

No Balanced Diet 


(d) The food sold in separate items is in no way 
based on a balanced diet, as there are no vegetables, 
green salads or vitality building meat included. (Will 
supplement with opinion from State Nutrition In- 
dustry Council.) 


2. (a) During meal time the workers are left out at 
the mercy of the weather conditions; no shelter of 
any kind is provided. ~ 

(b) There is no facility of any nature for them on 
which to sit comfortably and eat their food. 

(c) Over 15 minutes of their meal time is taken up 
by the distance they have to walk from their place of 
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work to the food dispensaries and the time they 
have to stand in line before they are able to obtain 
whatever items there may be available; they have 
about fifteen minutes for them to eat and rush back 
to their relative stations to work. Under such cir- 
cumstances no food could be properly digested, nor 
benefit of its nourishing value attained, and as a re- 
sult the workers find themselves lacking that ener- 
getic disposition which is prerequisite in carrying on 
efficiently their daily responsibilities on the job. 

3. The problem of absenteesm, of which so much is 
being said, to the detriment of labor’s reputation, is in 
no way disassociated from these conditions; in fact, 
it is the committee’s contention that it is rather tho 
result of conditions, as waves of illness, epidemics of 
colds and influenza are becoming even more a men- 
ace to the very health and life of those gallant sol- 
diers of production. 


Now, therefore, the committee, guided by their 
unbiased opinion, does hereby sincerely resolve to 
condemn the present feeding system that is being 
operated to feed these defense workers in the Bay 
Area shipyards. 

Recommendations 


In order to be able to overcome this grave plague 
which so aggressively is permeating the health and 
morale of those so vitally important as the war pro- 
duction workers, the committee recommends that the 
present stall and wagon dispensary system be sup- 
planted by a well projected, up-to-date cafeteria 
system. 


The ideal plan as suggested by a group of experi- 
enced chefs from the San Francisco local of the Cooks’ 
Union deserves consideration. It provides for the 
building, at the most central location in the yard, 
of a main commissary kitchen where all food would 
be cooked and prepared. Then at different conven- 
ient locations to erect cafeterias with the necessary 
equipment, as counters and steam tables, connected 
with adequate eating pavilions (dining rooms) with 
tables and benches for the workers to sit in comfort 
and enjoy their hot meals protected from bad weath- 
er. The commissary kitchens would prepare and 
dispatch at intervals according to meal times, by 
means of supply cars, to the cafeterias, all the hot 
food such as soup, boiled beef, pot roast, corned beef, 
stew or whatever the bill of fare for the day may 
call for. This food will be kept hot in those pur- 
posely designated steam tables. * * * 

In view of the fact that this problem is so vitally 
connected with the war production efforts, it is there- 
fore safe to contend that the realization of the afore- 
said suggestions should depend entirely on the gov- 
ernment agencies such as the Maritime Commission, 
with the Army and Navy taking over complete con- 
trol for the operation. * * * 
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INCREASE FOR RADIO PERSONNEL 

Wage and salary increases of from 4% to 10 per cent 
for actors, singers, announcers, sound technicians 
and staff directors affecting practically all radio talent 
in San Francisco and Hollywood, where many net- 
work shows originate, have been approved by the 
National War Labor Board. Raises were granted 
under the 15 per cent cost-of-living formula. 
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John P. Coyne, Head of 
Building Trades, Dead 


John P. Coyne, president of the Building and Con- 
struction Trades Department of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, passed away at his home in Washing- 
ton, D. C., after an extended illness. 


Formerly .an official of the International - Union 
of Operating Engineers, Mr. Coyne was eleeted head 
of the Building and Construction Trades Department 
of the A.F.L. in 1939. Of his work in connection with 

hat department, the A.F.L. News Service states: 

“His first act as president was to set up procedure 
jor the elimination of strikes due to jurisdictional dis- 
putes. This program and its successful administration 
was hailed throughout the country. 


Aid in Defense Program 


“When the national defense program was initiated, 
Mr. Coyne threw himself heart and soul into the 
Jrive to construct Army camps, airfields and naval 
training stations in record time. He was constantly 
yn the move to supervise the effective completion of 
this program and traveled back and forth across the 
land to straighten out local difficulties and speed up 
the work. This heavy strain on his physical endur- 
ance finally broke his health. 

“After a brief leave of absence, Mr. Coyne re- 
turned to his duties and, following the outbreak of 
the war, succeeded in negotiating a nation-wide sta- 
hilization pact between management and labor in 
the construction industry. Under this pact, thousands 
of new war factories were built as well as addi- 
tional training camps and arsenals. 

Services Recognized by Authorities 

“Mr. Coyne’s services were highly appreciated by 
the leaders of the Government who were frequently 
forced to call on him to provide skilled workers for 
rush jobs necessary to the war effort, and never failed 
to enlist his effective co-operation.” 

The deceased official became affiliated with organ- 
ized labor in 1910. He served as organizer for the 
International Union of Operating Engineers and 
later as secretary of the New York City joint board 
of that union. Elected chairman of the board of 
trustees of the Operating Engineers in 1922 he served 
continuously in that capacity. He was a native of 
Iowa, and would have been 67 years of age next 
month. 


Will Honor A.F.L. at Rally 


A monster “Labor For Victory” rally will be held 
in the nation’s capital by the American Federation 
of Labor on Friday night of next week, May 21. 

Leaders of the Government, the armed forces, Con- 
gress and industry will join with trade union chiefs 
in celebrating the tremendous contributions to vic- 
tary made by the six million members of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

The meeting will be held in historic Constitution 
Hall, under the auspices of the Washington, D. C., 
Central Labor Union. 

———_——e1—qwu 
FORTY-NINE PLANTS WIN “E” 

In the latest announcement of award winners it is 
‘vealed that workers in forty-nine more war plants 
will be entitled to wear the “E” pin awarded by the 
Army and Navy in recognition of outstanding con- 
\ributions to American war production. Included are 
large and small industrial establishments in all parts 
of the country. 
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Joseph Henry in New Position 

Appointment of Joseph M. Henry as supervisor of 
the State Labor Commissioner’s San Francisco com- 
plaint office was announced this week by Director 
Paul Scharrenberg, of the Department of Industrial 
Relations. 

The new appointee, who serves directly under John 
F. Dalton, State Labor Commissioner, has been 
employed as deputy labor commissioner for three 
years. From 1930 to 1935 Mr. Henry was superin- 
tendent for Sudden & Christenson, a large San Fran- 
cisco shipping concern. He served two terms as presi- 
dent of the San Francisco Ship Clerks’ Union, is an 
active member of the California state bar, and a 
veteran of World War I. 


"Queen" Contest Ends Tomorrow 


Contestants in the War Bond and Stamp “Queen” 
contest of the Elevator Operators and Starters’ Union 
had the city gasping in astonishment early this week. 
They had hit the Forty-One-Million-Dollar mark in 
sales! 

And officials of the union, on advice of all pro- 
fessional “dopesters” who could be contacted, had 
thrown up their hands and acknowledged themselves 
totally unable to establish any new goals for the 
girls to attain. All bets were declared “off” in so 
far as they had been made on the final amount of 
sales. And when word came out from Washington 
that the Secretary of the Treasury had postponed for 
one month the start of the third bond drive, from 
August to September, some attributed the action 
to the contribution which the “final ten” contestants 
in the Elevator Operators’ present drive were making 
in sales for the recent War Bond campaign which offi- 
cially ended May 1. 

In the meanwhile preparations were being made by 
the union officials for the close of the contest to- 
morrow (Saturday) afternoon, May 15, at 2 o’clock. 
At that hour the final tabulation will be made, and 
the “Queen” will be proclaimed. In the evening the 
royal honors will be conferred on the successful 
contestant, the ceremony to take place at 109 Golden 
Gate avenue. There will be an additional elaborate 
entertainment program provided by Elevator Opera- 
tors and Starters’ Union No. 117, of which organi- 
zation each of the contestants is a member—and 
proud of such membership, along with the contribu- 
tion they have been able to make during the 
“Queen” campaign in forwarding the sale of War 
Bonds and Stamps. A representative of the Treasury 
Department is among the prominent persons who will 
participate in tomorrow evening’s program. 

OO 


CHOOSE A.F.L. UNIONS 
In elections at the Twin Cities Ordnance Plant 
in New Brighton, Minn., to choose collective bar- 
gaining representatives, production workers, machin- 
ists and guards voted big majorities for unions affili- 
ated with the American Federation of Labor. 
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Metal Trades Group Seek 
Investigation of Marinship 


The executive committee of the powerful Bay 
Cities Metal Trades Council has indorsed a proposal 
that the Council insist upon an investigation by 
the U. S. Maritime Commission of Marinship, the 
shipbuilding plant located across the Bay, at Sausa- 
lito. The committee’s recommendation on the sub- 
ject is to be submitted to a meeting of the general 
membership next Monday night. 

It is understood that one of the complaints on the 
part of the union organizations relates to favoritism 
in selecting leadermen, foremen and other supervisory 
employees at. the Marinship plant and that certain of 
the management have created unrest among the 
workers. : 

Work Schedule Controversy 


A separate dispute involving the Metal Trades 
Council affiliates exists with the Matson Navigation 
Company, where repair and conversion work for the 
Navy and the Merchant Marine is done. 


Until this week, Matson employees have worked 12 
hours—a regular eight-hour period, plus four hours 
overtime—with 30 minutes for lunch during the regu- 
lar shift and 30 minutes during the overtime. 

The Matson schedule has been changed to a 10- 
hour day, with one lunch period during the regular 
shift. The workers objected, contending it reduced 
their paychecks and that they are entitled under their 
agreement with the company to a lunch period every 
four hours. Hence, they are now working but eight 
hours a day, accepting no overtime, until the matter 
is settled. The controversy is to be taken up with 
the proper government authorities by the Metal 
Trades Council representatives next Monday. 

No Work Stoppage 

Meanwhile, officials of the Metal Trades Council 
have reiterated the policy of no work stoppages over 
the existing disputes, also declaring that any union 
members engaging in or fomenting walkouts will be 
properly dealt with by the unions. 

—————q—_____ 

About 1,750,000 troops a month travel on Ameri- 
can trains in official troop movements, exclusive of 
furlough travel. 
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They Fight the Good Fight 


Trade union members versed in the foundation prin- 
ciples of the American labor movement and proud of 
its accomplishments and their own part therein, doff 
their hats to the firm stand being taken by the metal 
trades unions against bureaucratic interference with 
their affairs and legitimate contracts in the ship- 
yards. 

The hearing on the “Kaiser case” at Portland by 
the National Labor Relations Board has opened the 
eyes of many union members to the dangerous pos- 
sibilities in store for every union organization should 
the complaint in the case be sustained. No group 


would be safe against attack. Governmental bureaus | 


would have gained the ascendancy, with all of its 
possibilities of political manipulation—and chaos 
would result. In the meantime the workers would 
suffer, and nothing would have been attained except 
success for bureaucracy. 


Genuine unionism would have to start all over 
again, “on its own,” with new methods devised to 
meet an intolerable situation. But assurance can 
be given that this would be done. Neither the prin- 
ciples of unionism or of democracy can be lost. The 
methods to be adopted might not be pleasing to the 
general public, but they would be merely a reversion 
to the older “warfare” which the labor movement 
once had to utilize to gain recognition. 


But John P. Frey, president of the Mcta: Trades 
Department of the American Federation of Labor, 
and those union officials and individual members asso- 
ciated with him in fighting the Portland case deserve 
the commendation—not to mention wholehearted 
support—of every member of organized labor who 
values his card and the principles of which it is the 
emblem. These officials are presenting facts to the 
American people, and are making a stand now that, 
whatever its immediate outcome, will be a milestone 
in the progress of democratic rights and against 
demagoguery and self-seekers. 


It is not the first time, by any means, that Mr. Frey 
and the old-established metal trades organizations 
have shown wisdom and courage. Likewise have they 
shown patriotism and given of their time and ex- 
perience in the present war situation. The ship- 
building stabilization agreements now in force 
throughout the nation are the result of their planning, 
their willingness to give every aid to the government 
in its fight against aggressor nations. And their deter- 
mination to make these agreements “work” has been 
exhibited on various occasions since they were signed 
—and at times that meant sacrifice on the part of the 
union membership. 


The metal trades unions require no defenders. And 
now, when they have taken their stand against attack, 
such as is being leveled against the integrity of their 
contracts in the Portland case, and have said to their 
enemies “thus far and no farther,” every sincere union 
member will support them without hesitation. A vital 
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issue—the machinations of a political and dual organi- 
zation hooked up with bureaucracy—is involved. In 
such a controversy there can be no middle ground 
for those who would preserve the rights of their own 
union organization. 

SS 


Patriotism or Prejudice? 

Senator Mead came to the defense of labor against 
charges of unwarranted absenteeism in war production. 
He declared that recent emphasis upon the subject, 
long a problem in industrial operations, prompted 
“some reasonable doubt” as to whether patriotism 
or prejudice was the motive. 


Addressing the Senate on conclusions reached by 
studies made as a member of the Truman investigat- 
ing committee, Senator Mead declared at one point. 
that “it would seem” that Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker 
who, he said, had become a champion of “the old 
deal in labor relations,’ had become, “unwittingly, 
perhaps,” “‘an ace up the sleeve of labor-baiters whose 
object is to slip the knave card to organized labor as 
responsible for absenteeism, slow-down and wage 
profiteering in war production.” 


Absenteeism, Senator Mead said, did not produce 
1,500,000 deadweight tons of merchant ships delivered 
in February, 5,500 planes the same month, 70,000 
half-ton aircraft bombs and 26,000 units of machine 
tools in January, and handle 65,000,0000,000 ton- 
miles of freight moved in November. 


The principal causes of absenteeism are industrial 
accidents and illness, while absenteeism from other 
causes is unmeasured, he said. 

————~__ 


It Isn't Funny 

Thousands of Army post canteens are operated 
by the Government on the same principle as the pri- 
vate retail industry operates. The men in the service 
who now receive the benefit of mass merchandising 
from a government agency, received the same bene- 
fits in civilian life from the modern retail merchant. 
The Government instituted the “chain technique” 
in the post canteens to assure service men a steady 
flow of necessities at fair prices. 


Distribution of necessities to the armed forces is 
justly considered an essential activity. The question 
can fairly be asked, Is not distribution of goods to 
civilians equally important? Every war worker must 
eat and wear clothes before he can build planes and 
ships. The retail distribution industry is the channel 
through which the food and clothes must flow. Retail- 
ing is a complex, highly developed business. Every 
merchant must be a skilled technician in a particu- 
lar branch of that business. Today he is serving 
in a double capacity. Not only must he feed and 
clothe civilians, he must also make price and ration- 
ing measures working realities. The spectre of uncon- 
trolled inflation would be revealed with stark clarity, 
but for the efficiency of retail distributors. 

In spite of the vital character of retail merchan- 
dising, its problems have been treated indifferently. 
“Freezes” and directives from Washington fall like 
hailstones, any one of which can spell death to en- 
terprise that took a lifetime to create. Some peo- 
ple even think it funny when smart lawyers in Wash- 
ing figure out. $64 questions for the hapless mer- 
chant, with heavy fines and imprisonment the penalty 
for a wrong answer. 

Retailers are doing their utmost to serve consumers 
efficiently. In return, they ask common-sense regula- 
tions and a minimum: of skilled manpower. The 
country will suffer in direct proportion to the lack of 
these merchandising requirements. 

————————_¢_______. 


Announcement was made last week that the neces- 
sary signatures have been secured to the petition in 
the House of Representatives that will discharge 
the committee from consideration of the anti-poll-tax 
bill and bring the measure to the floor for considera- 
tion and vote. It is expected that the subject will 
come up on the action calendar the latter part of this 
month. 
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A.F.L. Findings on Wage 


Increases and Inflation. 


Wage increases approved by the War Labor Board 
since it adopted its general wage freeze policies will 
have no significant effect upon inflation, the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor asserted in its monthly 
survey. It pointed out that the President’s “hold 
the line” inflation policy “freezes labor but not 
prices.” 

The current inflation threats come dominantly from 
the “drive of the farm lobby on Congress to legis- 
late higher prices for the entire country,” the Fed- 
eration survey said. 

The report presented figures from the War Labor 
Board and the Department of Commerce which 
showed that “less than 3 per cent of the increase in 
consumer buying power since October has been duc 
to wage increases. 

“More than 97 per cent,” it added, “has been re- 
ceived by business men, farmers, wealthy individuals, 


workers who have recently been employed or work 


longer hours and others who have not received wage 
increases. 

“Workers have repeatedly offered to take their wage 
increases in war bonds. They are using an important 
part of their wages to buy war bonds. The main check 
on inflationary effects of increased buying power is 
rationing of scarce products; this is a government 
responsibility. Rationing has fallen far short of the 
need.” 

Describing inflation as “America’s public enemy No. 
1 on the home front,” the survey continued: 

“Labor asks: Is this new crisis to be met by con- 
trols of the fascist type or by the perfection of our 
existing democratic machinery? Controls imposed 
by the Federal Government without consultation are 
fascist.” 


Not Comparable Situations 
M. S. Rukeyser, economic commentator, in the 
International News Service, recently stated in his 
column as follows: 


“The sagacious Winthrop W. Aldrich, chairman of 
the Chase National Bank, recently courteously chided 
our Government for not handling its war-time budget 
as well as the British and Canadians. 


“Mr. Aldrich is of course correct in pointing to 
the technical superiority of the British budgetary 
system, under which the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
presents Parliament with data on both receipts and 
expenditures. It is the British custom to present 
estimates of expenditures during a forthcoming fiscal 
year with a set of tax proposals for meeting the pro- 
posed outlay. 


“But it seems to me that, in pointing out that the 
British are paying for 56 per cent of proposed expendi- 
tures, whereas we are covering our expenditures by 
tax revenues only to the extent of 30 per cent, Mr. 
Aldrich compares situations which are not entirely 
comparable. Whatever the demerits of the American 
fiscal situation may be—and there is no denying that 
the size of the deficits is something to contemplate 
—the United States Government is standing on its 
own legs, and is not only raising funds by borrow- 
ing or taxes for its own expenditures but in addition 
has been expending upwards of $10,000,000,000 in 
financing its Allies. Thus, British expenditures are 
lightemed by the exigencies of the lease-lend program. 

“As long as this condition prevails, it is not par- 
ticularly relevant for visiting British lecturers or for 
our own citizens to attempt to guide American eco- 
nomic policy by reference to the British situation. 
Unfortunately, we have no rich cousins to lease-lend 
us through the costly experience of total war- 
fare. * * * ” 

——_2- 9 


The Federal order for a 35-mile-an-hour driving 
limit brought average speed throughout the country 
down to about 37 miles an hour. 
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Precarious Position of the 
National War Labor Board 


By PHILLIP PEARL, In A.F.L. News Service 

The War Labor Board is now tottering on its last 
legs. Whether it survives, whether it can have any 
future usefulness, depends to some extent on whether 
the Goevrnment will continue to let John L. Lewis 
by-pass it. But, in the final analysis, the precarious 
position of the War Labor Board is not the fault of 
John L. Lewis. It is the responsibility of its creator, 
President Roosevelt. 


Long months ago President Roosevelt and his Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Director, Jimmy Byrnes, began 
nnderming the power, prestige and authority of the 
War Labor Board. They hedged its scope with de- 
erees, they chained its power with rigid formulas and, 
finally, they made it a completely helpless puppet. 

Strategy of Fear 

Obviously, the big reason for this was to “stop” 
John L. Lewis. However, Lewis did not fall into the 
irap. He stepped right around the War Labor Board 
and refused to have anything to do with it, knowing 
that its machinery was geared to kick him in the face. 


We say this not to praise Lewis. He is not one of 
our heroes. He never has been. But we merely wish 
to point out again that the strategy of fear will al- 
ways fail against bullies like Lewis. And the bitter 
truth is that the emasculation of the War Labor 
Board was dictated by fear of Lewis. 


Set Up as Representative Body 


It is necessary here to go back for a moment to 
the beginnings of the War Labor Board. It was cre- 
ated, you remember, out of the no-strike pledge 
jointly entered into by organized labor and industry 
at the outset of the war. The President established 
the War Labor Board to provide the peaceful means 
of settling all labor disputes without resort to strikes 
or lockouts in order to maintain uninterrupted pro- 
duction required by the war effort. It was set up as a 
tri-partite body, equally representative of the public, 
of labor and of private industry. 

First Year of W.L.B. 


During the first year of operations, the War Labor 
Board demonstrated its effectiveness. Strikes in war 
industries were reduced to a minimum. Production 
grew by leaps and bounds. The unions of the country 
educated their membership into the W.L.B. pro- 
cedures. The W.L.B. itself corrected many economic 
injustices and it also firmly refused to make any con- 
cessions to unions which had violated the no-strike 
pledge and had shown themselves irresponsible. Thus 
the W.L.B. contributed to long-range stability. It 
held out the promise that workers who lived up to the 
rules of the game and disciplined themselves would 
recelve a square deal in the end. 

When the President found it necessary to take stern 
measures to control inflation, including the stabiliza- 
tion of wages, the organized labor movement of 
America patriotically accepted the facts and went 
along with his program. This program permitted 
wage increases only to correct maladjustments be- 
{ween wages and living costs, to correct inequities and 
inequalities, to improve substandards of living and 
{o aid in the effective prosecution of the war. 


Came the Fatal Blow 


But, the moment John L. Lewis sounded off with 
his demands for a $2 a day wage increase for his 
miners, the Administration took fright. It changed 
the rules of the game. The public members of the 
W.L.B. were warned not to grant any wage increase 
without the prior approval of Byrnes. Obviously an 
attempt was being made to build up a backlog of 
precedents with which to justify a denial of Lewis’ 
demands, Finally, the President shut down on the 
Board altogether and issued an executive order which 
stripped the W.LB. of practically all of its powers 
to approve wage increases. 

That is how the W.LB. was dealt a fatal blow. 
It is doubtful, now, whether it can recover. Certainly, 


if Lewis is permitted to circumvent the Board the 
workers of the country will lose all respect for it. 

The Board recognizes its vulnerability. In certify- 
ing the coal miners’ case to the President for action, 
after Lewis refused to have anything to do with its 
fact-finding investigation, the W.L.B. issued a state- 
ment which should be read by every American worker. 
The statement may turn out to be the swan song of 
the W.L.B. Nevertheless, it was a cogent affirmation 
of the principles upon which the agency was founded 
— principles which will continue to be sound and un- 
shakeable no matter what happens to the Board itself. 
In insisting that the miners’ case, like all other wage 
disputes, must come before the W.L.B. for final 
decision, the statement concluded: 

“It is the unanimous conviction of the Board that 
any departure from these proceedings in this particu- 
lar case would destroy the entire plan for the 
peaceful settlement of labor disputes during the war.” 

It is still not too late for the Government to heed 
this warning. 

—_———<—_<_———____—___ 
ANOTHER W.L.B. ORDER 

Significant of the trend toward literal interpreta- 
tion and upholding of the President’s “Hold the 
Line” Executive Order No. 9328, issued on April 8, 
is the recent amendment. by the National War Labor 
Board of its General Order No. 7. Originally, this 
order exempted from board approval all wage in- 
creases made in compliance with state minimum 
wage laws and orders, enacted and promulgated to 
effect the same purpose and intent as declared in the 
Fair Labor Standards Act. As amended, the order 
now requires that no such increase in wage rates may 
be made hereafter without the approval of the W.L.B. 

—_——<——_o—_____—__ 


CHILD PHOTOGRAPH RACKET 

According to complaints reaching the Better Busi- 
ness Bureau, a woman is obtaining cash deposits from 
fond parents by promising to have a photographer 
call at the home to take “candid camera” pictures of 
children. In some instances names of studios in the 
vicinity are used, while in others the solicitor states 
that a contest is being conducted by a newly estab- 
lished studio, and winners will receive cash prizes. 
These studios deny any connection with the solicitor. 
Receipt forms given to some complainants bear fic- 
titious names, while others give no proper informa- 
tion. Ascertain the reliability of individuals solicit- 
ing in behalf of photograph establishments, the Bu- 
reau urges. Inquiries may be made by telephoning 
the Bureau (Sutter 3822). There is no charge for 
this service. 


Urges Labor Observance 


The importance of the proclamation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States designating May 16 as 
“I Am An American Day” was emphasized by Presi- 
dent William Green of the American Federation of 
Labor, in urging the officers and members of state 
federations of labor and city central bodies to join 
with other official and civic groups in the observance. 


“Participation in this celebration,” the AF.L. 
official reminded, “will serve to create national unity, 
co-operation and goodwill, and in addition will con- 
tribute largely to the winning of the war. I respect- 
fully urge that you play an important part in a 
proper observance of ‘I Am An American Day.’ This 
is especially fitting and most appropriate this year 
because all classes of people are united in a fixed 
and determined effort to defeat the Axis powers and 
to win the war in which we are engaged at the earliest 
possible moment. It is especially important that labor 
participate in the celebration of this Citizenship Day 
this year.” 

—_——4———_ 
UNCLE SAM’S EMPLOYEES 

Civilian employment in the executive branch of 
the federal government totaled 2,991,287 on March 
31, a net increase of 1,065,213, or 55 per cent, over 
March, 1942, according to the U. S. Civil Service 
Commission. 


"Without Qualification, 


Compromise or Exception" 


The A.F.L., the C.1.0. and the Railroad Brother- 
hoods have urged President Roosevelt, Economic 
Director James F. Byrnes, Food Administrator Ches- 
ter Davis and O.P.A. Administrator Prentiss Brown 
“to immediately put into effect, without qualification, 
compromise, or exception, a vigorous price policy 
to the end that the cost of living be rolled back 
to May 15, 1942, and to the end that equity be re- 
established in government policies applied to the 
income of workers and the incomes of all other 
groups.” 

Labor’s latest appeal on the Government's failure to 
hold the line on food prices took the form of a decla- 
ration by the Labor Advisory Committee of the 
O.P.A., in which A.F.L., C.1.0. and Railroad Brother- 
hood representatives joined unanimously. The state- 
ment said in part: 

Abandoned “Imperative Policy” 


“O.P.A. Administrator Prentiss Brown has aban- 
doned the imperative policy of grade labeling under 
the pressure of special interests, and thus, by his 
weakness, has provided the widest loophole for the 
breakdown of price control on food. The stubborn 
refusal to put ceilings on livestock continues to stand 
in the way of effective price control of meat. 


“Decisions made by the War Food Administrator, 
the Price Administrator, and public announcements 
of top government officials show that neither a gen- 
eral price roll-back is being attempted nor more 
vigorous price control applied. Proposed price regula- 
tions now pending issuance indicate that further up- 
ward creeping of consumer prices is inevitable under 
price control formulas limited in their application, 
needlessly complex, cumbersome and impossible of 
self-enforcement by the consumers. 


“Compromise and Appeasement” 


“Instead of reaching the battle-line of decision 
in the war on inflation, the administrators of the 
economic stabilization policies continue to be swayed 
by the spirit of compromise and of appeasement. 


“The recent executive order of the President raised 
in many minds the hope that this time the Govern- 
ment meant what it said—that the line really would 
be held. Three weeks after this order, the O.P.A. 
Labor Policy Committee is compelled to report that 
there is no evidence to justify this assumption. 

“Today, at the time when both wages and man- 
power have been frozen, the collapse of any pretense 
of a vigorous price control, has revealed a two-faced 
national policy with respect to wages and prices. Rigid 
wage control has become a fact. Effective price con- 
trol has remained a fiction. Announced public policy 
of a complete, unified, interdependent economic 
stabilization program has not- been carried out. 

Recall President’s Message 

“American workers know and remember that in his 
message of September 7, 1942, the President laid down 
the principle that wages could be stabilized only on 
the basis of a stable cost of living. This principle 
held true then; it holds true today. 


“American workers cannot accept a program which 
freezes wages but permits, and indeed guarantees, a 
continued rise in the cost of living. Unless the Presi- 
dent’s hold-the-line policy is firmly and forcefully 
implemented at once with specific, decisive and com- 
prehensive action, labor can no longer hold its ac- 
ceptance of this policy to remain in effect. 

Demand Vigorous Policy 


“The O.P.A. Labor Policy Committee calls upon 
the President, the Director of Economic Stabilization, 
the Food Administrator, and the Price Administrator 
to immediately put into effect, without qualification, 
compromise or exception, a vigorous price policy to 
the end that the cost of living be rolled back to May 
15, 1942, and to the end that equity will be re-estab- 
lished in government policies applied to the income 
of workers and the incomes of all other groups.” 


Six 


Meany Declares the New 
Food Ceilings Inadequate 


Press dispatches early this week stated that the 
new food cost control program had encountered a 
sharp protest by George Meany, secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor, that it is inadequate 
—and a challenge from congressional quarters of its 
subsidy feature. 


Meany was quoted as saying that Price Adminis- 
trator Brown “has just announced, with manifest 
pride, that on June 1 the prices of seven articles of 
food will be rolled back 10 per cent” and he (Meany) 
asserted: “A reduction of 10 per cent on seven items, 
when an increase of 100 per cent and more has taken 
place on dozens of items, is not enough.” 


Under the plan, the retail prices of five items of 
meat and coffee and butter would be rolled back 
on an average of 10 per cent, with the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation granting subsidies to proces- 
sors, if necessary, designed to free them from a 
price squeeze between producers and consumers. The 
figure suggested for the subsidy was $300,000,000. 


In reference to this, Meany said: “Ninety-six bil- 
lion, 141 million dollars per year for war production, 
and now we find that our Administration officials, 
by straining themselves, can appropriate $300,000,000 
to help solve the food problem of America’s produc- 
tion army. Peanuts!” 


The press dispatch further stated that while there 
was individual criticism of the scope of the program, 
labor organizations were represented as standing 
firmly behind the general idea of cutting back costs. 

A statement. by the labor policy committee of 
O.P.A., made up of representatives of the A.F.L., 
C.1.0. and standard railroad labor unions, said: “La- 
bor will do all in its power, through its local, state 
and national organizations, to help effect the new 
O.P.A. price contro] program in so far as it represents 
a genuine roll-back in the cost. of living.” 

—_————_. 


BIRTH CERTIFICATES ON WAR WORK 
After receiving numerous inquiries from employ- 
ers, the War Department has reiterated that work- 
ers unable to obtain birth certificates are not barred 
from employment in factories working on government 
contracts. No proof of citizenship is required on any 
contracts except. those which are for aircraft parts, 
or which are classified as secret, confidential or re- 
stricted. Before an alien can be employed on the 
types of work excepted, the contractor must obtain 
approval of the government agency involved. 


YOUR ASSURANCE 


Watchmakers' Union 
GUARANTEE and BOND 


LOOK FOR THIS EMBLEM 


Ask for Our Written Guarantee 
WATCHMAKERS UNION AFE 
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Early Opening Hour for Ball 
Because of wartime conditions, the annual concert 
and ball of the Police Widows and Orphans’ Aid 
Association, to be held Saturday night of next week, 
May 22, at the Civic Auditorium, will begin earlier 
than has been the custom. The doors will be open 
at 6 p. m., the band concert will start at 7 o’clock, 
the two-hour vaudeville opens at 7:30, and at its con- 

clusion the grand march will begin for the ball. 


The people of San Francisco are reported giving 
fine support to this year’s event. Due to the pay- 
ment. of over $100,000 in financial aid to widows and 
orphans of police officers during the past year, the 
need: of generous support is declared to be greater than 
in past years. 


Mission Firm Celebrates 
Forty-eighth Anniversary 


Celebrating Lachman Bros’ forty-eight years in 
business, Gustave and Edward Lachman entertained 
the executives, heads of the various departments and 
the entire male sales staff at a stag banquet at Mr. 
and: Mrs. Gustave Lachman’s home in Hillsborough 
last Saturday evening. 

Special entertainment, music and informal speeches 
were a part of the evening’s program, the members 
of the firm reviewing the growth of the now well 
known establishment at Mission and Sixteenth streets 
from one small building with a frontage of twenty 
feet to its present size of ten buildings—forty floors 
totaling 250,000 square feet—and covering almost an 
entire block. 

In commenting upon its size as one of America’s 
largest home furnishers, members of the firm at- 
tributed the progress and success of Lachman Bros. 
to the loyalty and interest in the customers’ wishes, 
which have always characterized the staff of this 
organization, now numbering over 200 employees. 

Honoring the allegiance and the service of those 
who have been longest with Lachman Bros., the firm 
presented gold watches to all who have been employed 
twenty-five years or more. Those receiving these 
awards were: Sam Merchant, employed 37 years; 
Leon Samuels, 37 years; Ed Stengel, 37 years; William 
Doty, 36 years; David Goldwater, 36 years; Otto 
Petersen, 36 years; Fred Williams, 35 years; Miles 
Benner, 31 years; John McGuirk, 27 years; John 
Tanner, 26 years; Elmo Cohn, 25 years. 

Assisting Gustave and Edward Lachman, were 
Lieut. Wesley Lachman, Art Lachman, Henry Boyen. 
who made the closing address, Edward Imhaus, Fred 
Klein, and Judson Weiler. 


EEE 


NOW IT’S WHALE STEAK 
Whale meat—dark red and tasting something like 
beef—will be available, chiefly in West Coast mar- 
kets, this year and will help round out the war-time 
diet, according to the Office of the Co-ordinator of 
Fisheries. 
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Mexican Workers Coming 
To Aid U. S. Agriculture 


By the end of September the Farm Security Admin- 
istration will have brought 50,400 Mexican farn 
workers into this country according to Laurence 1. 
Hewes Jr., regional director of the federal agency 
in charge of the transportation program. The figure 
includes 15,000 workers transported from the start of 
the program, last September 28, up to May 1. Labor- 
ers are now being moved across the border at the 
rate of 2000 every eight days. 


With the exception of 400 who recently went to 
the beet districts around Yakima, Wash. and Black- 
foot, Idaho, arrivals so far have been employed in 
California and Arizona crops. From now on other 
states in the intermountain and Great Plains areas 
will be supplied with sugar beet workers. Some of the 
trains crossing the border at El Paso for the next 
few weeks will be routed directly to places in 
Wyoming, Montana, Minnesota, South Dakota, Idaho, 
and other areas where help is needed. 


Guaranteed Prevailing Wage 


It was explained that all of the 50,400 who are 
here or coming have contracts of employment for: 
definite periods, guaranteeing payment of the pre- 
vailing wage for the particular job and area where 
they are employed. Mr. Hewes estimated that. about 
33,000 would work in California, the rest being scat- 
tered in relatively small numbers through other 
states. 


Mexico takes her responsibility under the agree- 
ment to provide such manpower as she can spare to 
aid in food production for the Allied war effort very 
seriously, Mr. Hewes reports. He has just returned 
from a three weeks’ stay in Mexico City, and said he 
found government officials highly co-operative and 
anxious to make this contribution to the Allied cause 
even though it imposes some hardship, since Mexico 
faces problems similar to those in this country in the 
matter of food and other living conditions. 
Workers Carefully Instructed 

The patriotic purpose for which they are going to 
the United States is impressed on all workers selected, 
and they are told that idleness or bad behavior will 
not be condoned, and that they will receive no sym- 
pathy in Mexico if they are returned for any form 
of misconduct. 

Mr. Hewes further stated that the men are from 
the farm communities in four of the Mexican states, 
and all used to farm work and rural living. In the 
selection process the history, character and health of 
the men is carefully reviewed by representatives of 
the health, labor and immigration offices of both 
countries. Growers’ associations are privileged to 
have representatives on hand to protest acceptance 
of any particular worker, if they wish. 

Under .a separate agreement, Mexico last weck 
promised to provide 10,000 non-farm workers for 
railway labor in the United States. The Farm Se- 
curity Administration also has been given the respon- 
sibility of selecting and transporting this group to 
the border. 


—————___4________ 


DONATE SERVICES TO RED CROSS 

Members of Local 16 of the International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers (A.F.L.) in St. Louis, contributed 
their services to cut 3,001,100 pieces of surgical dress- 
ing for the Red Cross. Each member of the group 
worked sixty hours. 


GOOD FOOD 
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State Federation Reports on Legislature 


From Headquarters of California State Federation of Labor 


Elation and relief was labor’s reaction to the clos- 
ing of the fifty-fifth session of the California State 
Legislature. Surpassing the wildest expectations, the 
results achieved are an inspiring testimonial to the 
hard work and sound judgment used by the repre- 
sentatives of the California State Federation of La- 
hor, as well as by the many loyal friends of labor in 
both houses of the Legislature. 


Anti-Labor Forces Surprised 


Every vicious anti-labor bill was knocked into the 
basket, in spite of the efforts of a small group deter- 
:ined to “cash in” on what they supposed was a 
national anti-union trend that could be successfully 
translated into a California pattern. Much to their 
curprise, they found in the Governor a man who was 
keeping his pledge to make the Legislature adhere as 
closely as possible to constructive measures condu- 
«ive to our successful war effort and opposed to any 
jictional maneuvers which would threaten the unity 
the home front. 

Federation Initiated Program 

Early in the game, before the first session of the 
Legislature convened this year, the California State 
Iederation of Labor informed the Governor that it 
would support his position 100 per cent to make this 
legislative Session one that would devote its main 
altention "to the war effort. The Federation was only 
too eagér to shelve its controversial measures, if the 
other #¥oups would do likewise. With this in mind, 
the Hederation helped to initiate a truce conference 
iwith“all the employers’ organizations. 


Agreement Well Maintained 

Although only one formal conference of this kind 
was held, the agreement reached there was main- 
tained practically throughout the session. In spirit 
as well as in attitude, the representatives of the re- 
sponsible employer organization carried out their end 
of the bargain, and the final results attest to the con- 
structive ends achieved by the fifty-fifth session of 
the Legislature. 

In the early stages of the session, the handful of 
dic-hards as far as labor was concerned, found little 
succor in Sacramento for their plans to lambast the 


Shelley to Visit Capital 


In Interest of Pensioners 


State Senator John F. Shelley has been honored by 
being named chairman of a special committee of the 
Senate to confer with federal authorities in Washing- 
ton in relation to eligibility requirements for receiv- 
ing increased pension payments by the aged residents 
of this State. Other members of the committee are 
Senators Seawell and Mayo. 

The California senators will attempt to secure an 
interpretation or change of the federal regulations 
affecting certain earnings or income of pensioners that 
will enable California to make more liberal payments. 

Senator Shelley, who also is president of the San 
Franciseo Labor Council, and the other members of 
the committee will depart in a few days for the na- 
tional capital, and anticipate being able to complete 
their mission and return within a week or ten days. 


Have you donated blood to the Blood Bank? 
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unions out of existence. A number of legislators, who 
heretofore were definitely opposed to labor, found it 
necessary to revise their attitude to a friendly one 
after watching the representatives of the Federation 
perform. 
Unemployment Insurance Bills 

Of all the many vicious bills seeking to emasculate 
the Unemployment Insurance Act, only four have 
reached the Governor’s desk. The Federation has 
submitted arguments against these, urging the Gov- 
ernor to veto them. They are A. B. 347, broadening 
the “agricultural” definition and thereby excluding 
a greater number of these workers from unemploy- 
ment benefits than now excluded under the Act; S. B. 
1026, which would eliminate hospital employees from 
coverage; S. B. 993, which would replace the present 
Unemployment Commission, with its tri-partite rep- 
resentation, by a board to be appointed by the Gov- 
ernor; and A. B. 1544, which, with amendments, would 
kick out carrying and other occupations from the pro- 
tection of the Act. 


Proud of Accomplishment 


Considering the number of bad and far more dan- 
gerous bills than the above which were killed, the 
Federation has reason to be proud of its accomplish- 
ments. Bills which would have eliminated the can- 
nery workers (running into the hundreds of thou- 
sands), and similar ones did not get the green light, 
and others were amended so that their venom was ex- 
tracted. 

Constructive Measures 


A number of constructive bills were passed, such 
as S. B. 779, which governs the employment of minors, 
and is far superior to S. B. 770, which was passed in 
the first session and pertains to the employment of 
females. Payroll deductions; exempting from incor- 
poration unions which pay insurance benefits ; raising 
compensation disability payments from $25 to $30 
per week and burial expenses from $150 to $300 are 
a few of the beneficial bills adopted. 


The Federation is preparing an exhaustive report 
on all the bills acted upon by the Legislature, and 
will analyze them as well as give their history for the 
benefit of all of its affiliates. 


During the first four months of the stockings sal- 
vage campaign, over 888,000 pounds, or 18,000,000 
pairs, of discarded silk and nylon stockings were con- 
tributed by American women. 
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SAVINGS 


Immnins To win the War ai 
the Way >lemomentis the ambition of every 


person in these United States. «The 

Banks are putting their shoulders to the wheel! x It is the 

fiche Banks that the most valuable contribution 

they can make is in the promotion and sale to the public of 

‘War Bonds. * This they have been doing with outstanding 

success throughout the past year. x We are ‘eng to be play- 
ing an important part in this vital undertaking. 

PARKER S. MADDux, President 
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International Official of 
Laundry Workers Passes 


William J. Donovan, general president of the Laun- 
dry Workers’ International Union, died in Chicago 
last Sunday. He was 52 years of age. No details 
of his passing were given, the news being given by 
telegram, and with the announcement the funeral 
was to be held Wednesday. 


Lawrence Palacios, president of the San Francisco 
local of the Laundry Workers, and who is a vice- 
president of the international union, departed for 
Chicago on being officially advised of the general 
president’s death. : 

The deceased official began his career in the labor 
movement in 1905, by organizing teamsters in Chi- 
cago. In September of 1937 he became president of 
the Chicago local, No. 46, of the Laundry Workers’ 
International Union. The local then had very few 
members and was deeply in debt, but under Mr. Don- 
ovan’s incumbency grew to 10,000 dues-paying mem-~ 
bers. 

It is said to have been principally due to his suc- 
cessful organization work in Chicago that the Laun- 
dry Workers’ International Union later was estab- 
lished, and with headquarters in that city. 

eS ee 

Four Series E War Savings Bonds, costing a total 
of $300, will supply the Navy with a balsa wood life- 
float, capable of sustaining sixty persons. 
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Run o' the Hook 


By FRED E. HOLDERBY 
President of Typographical Union No. 21 


On Wednesday of next week, May 19, the general 
election to select officers who will serve the union the 
next two years will be held, with the polls opening at 
headquarters at 12 noon and remaining open until 
6 p. m. The incumbents in the offices of president, 
first and second vice-presidents and secretary-treas- 
urer, Fred E. Holderby, Al G. Neilson, A. C. Allyn 
and M. B. MacLeod, are opposed, respectively, by 
C. F. Crawford, R. W. Waterson, O. J. Schimke and 
C. W. Abbott. Running for executive committeemen 
are A. J. Cuthbertson, John B. Lockman, O. H. Mickel, 
Cliff M. Smith and J. M. Sullivan, with three to be 
elected. Seeking office on the board of trustees. with 
three to be elected, are E. F. Coleman, R. S. Danen- 
hower, Thomas Feeny, E. M. Stone and Guy L. Todd. 
Three candidates will appear on the ballot for the 
two offices of legislative delegate, C. F. Crawford, 
Henry Heidelberg and Fred E. Holderby. The fol- 
lowing members are running without opposition, and 
their names and the four offices to which they will 
automatically be elected will not appear on the bal- 
lot: Lillian Angelovich, reading clerk; C. C. Roazales, 
sergeant-at-arms; E. F. Coleman, George Holland, 
R. E. May and M. Rosenthal, auditing committee ; 
George Finigan and Cliff M. Smith, delegates to Union 
Label Section. 


Notices sent out by the secretary’s office to members 
in the commercial branch stating the amount of vaca- 
tion money held in escrow by the union did not, of 
course, include May payments. As soon as collections 
are completed after start of the vacation period, on 
June 1, this extra amount will be added to the vaca- 
tion credits of each member and will be included in 
the check at time of taking vacation. 


At the regular meeting of the union next Sunday, 
May 16, a board will be elected to canvass the vote 
at the general election on May 19. Other important 
business which will be of interest to all members will 
come up at this time. Convention hall, at the Labor 
Temple, at 1 p. m. 


P. F. Cody of the Government Printing Office in 
Washington. D. C., visited at headquarters last Fri- 
day. Rounding out his annual vacation, Mr. Cody 
deposited his card with No. 21 and announced he has 
decided to become a resident of San Francisco. 


J. L. (“Jack”) Begon of the Chronicle makeun de- 
partment and member of No. 21’s apprentice com- 
mittee writes under date of May 3 from Camp Camp- 
bell, Ky., where he has been attached to the 43rd 
Armored Regiment. Jack states that volunteers had 
heen called for from each companv for duty overseas 
as replacements. He had offered his services, and at 
the time of writing he said his bags had just left for 
the port of embarkation and that he would be follow- 
ing them immediately. 

The dance sponsored by the Woman’s Auxiliary to 
Tvnoeraphical Union No. 21, which took place last 
Saturday evening, proved an enjoyable evening for 
all present. : 

A letter from Warden Clinton T. Duffy of San 
Onentin State Prison thanks Chairman Ralph E. 
Trickle of the Wall Street Journal for interest he has 
taken in the hobby shop at the prison, and states 
“the boys could make good use of tool steel, brass. 
copper and aluminum.” This material is converted 
into manv useful articles in the hobby shop. Mem- 
bers having material of this kind may leave the same 
at the secretarv’s office, and Ralph guarantees it will 
be delivered at San Quentin. 

G. E. Mitchell, Jr., has turned in to this office a 
clipping from the St. Petersburg (Fla.) Times of 
March 29, displaving a five-column cut of a picture 
taken at a gathering of forty-five old-time printers 
now resident in the southern city, each of whom has 
forty or more vears’ continuous membership in the 
International Tvnographical Union. This is accom- 
nanied bv a suitable writeun. Among those anvearing 
in the picture is R. L. (“Dick”) Drake. who left here 
the first of the year. when he retired from the 
Framiner proofroom. The clinping was sent to Mr. 
Mitchell by Park Pattison of the Shopmna News 
chanel, who is now a resident at the Union Printers 
Home. 

Lloyd Galloway. 15-year-old son of T. F. (“Tom”) 
Galloway of Griffin Bros. chapel, who had been con- 
fined to a hospital since December, 1941, suffering 
from an infection in his knee which for some time 
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affected his health to an extent which necessitated 
many blood transfusions, has in the last month shown 
wonderful improvement. He is scheduled to leave 
the hospital within the next two weeks, although 
crutches will be necessary for some time. A new treat- 
ment started a few weeks ago brought immediate 
results. 


Mrs. James T. Wilson, mother-in-law of V. E. 
Lansberry of the Rotary Colorprint chapel, passed 
away this week at her home in Berkeley. Services 
were conducted at 2 o’clock on Thursday afternoon 
at the Berg funeral parlors in the East Bay city. 


News Chapel Notes—By L. L. Heagney 


“With work plentiful, demands on my office lessen 
materially,” commented Labor Commissioner Jack 
Dalton, a chapel visitor Saturday. “Precisely the 
reverse though,” he continued, “when unemployment 
is widespread; the Commission then is practically 
swamped with work.” Dalton, sun-tanned, vigorous, 
and friendly as ever, looks 100 per cent fit. 

“It’s useless for me ever to consider returning to 
the Coast,” Kenny Krause writes to Chairman Abbott. 
“The altitude here agrees with Mrs. Krause; already 
she is much improved, and we plan to remain.” 
Krause is showing on the Denver Post. F 

To clear the way for V. E. McCarter, Bill Leslie 
pulled his slip and plans to rest up a while. Only a 
while, however, as McCarter is merely awaiting a call 
to a war job. 

After setting up an article which stated the purpose 
of National Egg Week (just passed) is to induce 
production of more eggs, Jimmy Serrano asserted 
they could find plenty of ’em here, albeit he refused 
to guarantee some are not addled, others perhaps 
hard-boiled. 

“The markets are late—what’s the matter?” asked 
Charlie Cornelius. “Wireline trouble,’ Harry Crotty 
reported. “Gosh! I’m glad it’s not pipeline trouble’— 
and Charlie heaved a breath of relief. 

Casting about for a name for her garden, as her 
neighbors are doing,. Mrs. Dick Smith chose Rancho 
Victoria. Dick says he looked it up in a Spanish 
dictionary the next day, found it means Victory 
Ranch. “Rather apt—eh, amigo?” he asks. 

Newspaper pictures unfortunately seldom flatter, 
but that of Harvey Bell in the golf section recently 
resembled a cartoon. “Luckily for Bell the engraver 
didn’t insert a number, or the coppers might be 
looking for him,” chuckled Lester Brewster. 

Of this proposed 20 per cent withholding tax we 
read so much about, Harold Barker says he’d rather 
watch the other fellow squirm as they ante up than 
pay it) himself. 

Regarding the Ruml skin-a-year forgiveness plan, 
Bill Gobin infers he’s concocting a Rummy plan of 
his own. The idea popped into his head following 
a mirthful revue of Harvey Bell’s picture. Gobin’s 
plan is to forgive it this time but skip five years 
on the repeat. 

“Platitudes often are quoted but seldom are prac- 
tical,” Chuck Adams reflected aloud. “How so?” 
queried Joe Sullivan. “Just try telling the tax col- 
lector to ‘forgive and forget’.” 


Golf News—By Fred N. Leach 

The May tournament is all set for El Camino 
on Sunday, the 30th. Greens fees will be $1, with 
the usual entry fee of 50 cents. Dr. Leiser, owner- 
manager of E] Camino promises a fine time. And he 
also reminds that the 19th hole is one of the very 
nicest—and easiest to par. So mark that calendar 
for May 30, at 10:30. 

The meeting of the officers and board of directors 
will take place as scheduled, on Monday evening, 
May 17. Plans for the coming annual tournament 
are to be made. If you have a suggestion, let a 
board member or officer hear about it—it may be the 
very one to make the “Annual” this year as suc- 
cessful as they have been in the past. 

Matches for the second round of the match play 
cup championship must be played at the regular 
tournament on May 30. This is an Association rule. 
Players will be published in next week’s Lasor 
Carron. with handicaps ef opponents. 

OFF THE FAIRWA Y—This correspondent is just 
a great big bunch of charley-horses today. He was 
persuaded by Vic Lansberry to bowl with the Rotary 
Colorprint gang on Monday night—and against his 
better judgment he joined them. Vic could not be 
present. but we met Brother Bartlett, whose golf 
score is about equal to his bowling average. There 
also was an interesting character named Ben Ed- 
wards who kept score when he could keen his eves off 
the girls bowling near by. O. R. MacDonald, who 
had to go 20 holes to beat Blackford in the first 
round of the match play, was also present and proved 
tops on the alleys. . . . Board member Luke Lans- 
berry is now in the US.M.C. He left for the boot 
camp in San Diego on Monday, and by now is driy- 


ing the Q.M. crazy trying to find him a left-handed 
rifle sling. . ... See where Joe Chaudet won his match 
in the first round in the Oakland city championship 
at Chabot last Sunday. Joe made the third flight 
and beat his opponent one up. Didn’t see Wayne 
Dye’s name among the entries—how come? .., . 
Here’s hoping Percy Cre>assa gets over that bad 
cold by Saturday. He was laid up over the week-end. 


Woman’s Auxiliary, No. 21—By Mable A. Skinner 

The regular monthly business meeting of S.F.W.A, 
will be held at Red Men’s building, 240 Golden Gate 
avenue, Tuesday, May 18, at 8 p. m. This meeting 
is of great importance as there will be nomination of 
officers, and dues for the ensuing quarter are payablo 
at this time. Please attend. 

The regular monthly meeting of the label committco 
was held at the home of the chairman, Mrs. Grace 
Young. Preliminary draft of our annual report to 
the international label chairman, Mrs. Leon Rouse, 
and plans for the final meeting of the committee for 
this term, to be held in June, were fully discussed, 

We are sorry we can’t report that the dance held 
on last Saturday was a success. Whether or not it 
was due to the fact that so many of our members are 
working and a large number of our menfolk are in 
the service and defense work, there was not the usual 
turnout. Chairman Eula Edwards and her committee 
worked hard, the orchestra was excellent, and those 
who did attend had a good time. Mrs. Lorna Brill js 
the proud possessor of the quilt donated by Mrs, 
Blade’s sister. 

Mrs. J. B. Wiles returned from Long Beach in 
March, much improved in health. Her son, Ensign 
J. B. Wiles, Jr., is overseas. 

James Gehrett of Kansas City, who is stationed at 
a camp in California, was guest of his uncle, Joseph 
Bailey, and Mrs. Bailey for a few days. 

Mrs. Hazel Velie is very proud of her son, “Dick,” 
who is now a corporal and has gained fourteen pounds 
while in the service. : 

Mrs. Dempsey, of Kansas, has been visiting her 
daughter, Mrs. Myrtle Porter, for several weeks. 

We listened to a lecture this week by a doctor who 
has just returned from the Solomons, and he told of 
the wonderful miracles of blood plasma for our boys. 
The San Francisco Bay area is below its quota, so 
let's all make an effort to visit a blood bank soon, 
and do our share to save a life. 


————————_q______ 


Those Louisiana License Plates 
Steps to compel non-resident motor vehicle owncrs 
operating cars in California on plates purchased from 
states in which they are not resident to purchase 


_California plates are being taken by the Department 


of Motor Vehicles. 

It is stated the move is aimed primarily at persons 
who have entered California from various states and 
then purchased license plates from Louisiana where 
the registration fee is very low and no personal 
property tax is required from absentees. An opin- 
ion by the Attorney General holds that non-resident 
license plates are invalid in California unless the 
vehicle owner displaying them is a bona fide resi- 
dent of the state issuing them. The California Hieh- 
way Patrol will be requested to pick up such viola- 
tors, beginning May 17. 

Ce , 


"Buddy Poppy" Sales Indorsed 


William Green, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor expressed the following indorsement 
for the 1943 “Buddy Poppy” sale, which is conducted 
by Veterans of Foreign Wars: 

“Americans who value their liberties must cor- 
respondingly appreciate the services of those who 
have made possible the preservation of those liberties 
and the protection of our nation. The practice of 
wearing a “Buddy Poppy” on Memorial Day each 
year symbolizes not alone our desire to commerorate 
the sacrifices of those who gave their lives for our 
country, but also our wish to help those veterans and 
their families who may be in need of financial assis 
tance today. Despite the manifold increased de- 
mands being made upon us at this time we should 
make an extra effort to generously support the sale 
of ‘Buddy Poppies’ for Memorial Day, 1943.” 

oO OO 

“Pahson, I thought yo’all tol’ us salvation is free?” 
‘Salvation is free, brother, just like water. But whe! 
we pipes it to yo’—yo’all has to pay for de pipin’” 
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Chicago Photo-Engravers 
Submit Case to N.W.L.B. 


A three-week strike of photo-engravers fn Chicago 
ygainst the Jahn & Ollier Engraving Company ended 
ut the request. of the National War Labor Board, 
which took jurisdiction over their case. 


The walkout was spontaneous, and did not violate 
the A.F.L.’s policy of no strikes in war industries, 
as the plant is not on war work, union officials pointed 
out. The management’s conduct during the nego- 
tiations for a union agreement, union officials charged, 
caused them to suspect its good intentions and pro- 
yoked the strike. 


The union won a National Labor Relations Board 
election last February by a vote of 89 to 18. Until 
its organization by the Photo-Engravers, Jahn & 
Ollicr’s was the largest non-union engraving plant 
in the mid-west. 


Ninety, or approximately 85 per cent of the Jahn 
& Ollier employees, were on strike. 

The management refused to sign the standard union 
agreement, union spokesmen said, adding that it 
would not consider the union shop, or even the 
preferential shop. The agreement is in effect in all 
other large engraving plants, with the exception of 
the engraving department of the R. R. Donnelley 
& sons Company, unionization of which is under 
way now by Local 5 of the Photo-Engravers and the 
Orginization Committee of Chicago Printing Trades 
Unions, with which the local is affiliated, and which 
is in charge of the Donnelley campaign. 

The union made every effort to come to terms with 
the company peaceably. Edward J. Volz, interna- 
tional president of the Photo-Engravers, was in 
Chicago for two weeks to assist the union in its 
negotiations, and the United States conciliation serv- 
ie attempted to settle the dispute, but to no avail. 


To Vote on Closed Shop Ban 


A proposed constitutional amendment outlawing 
tlosed shop contracts will be submitted to the woters 
of Florida in the 1944 general election. If adopted, 
that state will become the first in the union to at- 
tempt to abolish the closed shop by constitutional 
amendment, 

The proposal changes the Florida “Bill of Rights” 
'o read that “the right of persons to work shall not 
be denied or abridged on account of any member- 
ship or non-membership in any labor organization or 
wnion; provided that this clause shall not be con- 
‘ted to deny or abridge the right of employees by 
ind through a labor organization or union to bargain 
collectively with their employer.” 

_ OO 


Regional Labor Board Action 

Sixty-eight joint union-company applications in 
the Tenth Regional Board area (which includes Cali- 
fornia) were acted upon during the week ending May 
I by the wage stabilization director, Lloyd H. Fisher, 
with 59 approved wholly or in modified form and 
nine denied. The division speeded notification of 
‘pplicants upon whose cases final action had been 
laken before April 8, date of the “hold the line” order, 
but. which were delayed pending notice from the 
National War Labor Board that these decisions could 
be released. 

Diving the same period six tri-partite panels, with 
oe person each representing the public, industry 
ind labor, finished hearings and made their reports to 
the disputes division headed by Gene L. Green. 

Four other hearings were completed during the 
‘eek, upon which reports are still to be made, while 
tleven hearings are still in progress. 

The Regional Board, Chairman Neblett announced, 
Acted upon 12 cases during the week ending May 1, 
‘pproving each application in whole or in part. The 
board also conducted lengthy hearings in other cases 
Which had been appealed or in which the parties had 
requested a hearing before action was taken. 


wABOR CLARION 


COURSE IN BLUEPRINT READING 

Blueprint reading will be offered at the University 
of California Extension Division, 540 Powell street, 
beginning Wednesday, May 19, 7 to 9 p. m. The 
eight-week course is planned for those in the fields of 
mechanics, trades, and industries, and is of special 
interest to shipbuilders. The first meeting of the 
class is open to the public without obligation of fee 
or enrollment. 

—————<— 


Morris Feinstone Dead 


Morris Feinstone, head of the United Hebrew 
Trades, died of a heart attack in New York City on 
April 28. 

Born in Warsaw, Poland, in 1878, from 1895 to 1910 
he lived in England and participated in the early 
campaigns of the British Labor party. 

The deceased official was deeply interested in inter- 
national affairs and during the past few years has 
devoted much of his effort to the successful prosecu- 
tion of the war. He was a member of one of the 
Selective Service Appeals Board, of the Special Ad- 
visory Labor Board of O.P.A., and of the panel of the 
War Labor Board. 

Feinstone was a close friend of the late Samuel 
Gompers and of President Green and of many other 
A.F.L. leaders and officers. 
qu _— 


Problem of Japanese in U. S. 


In reference to the proper disposition and location 
of Japanese in this country, which subject has come 
in for considerable discussion in recent. weeks, Repre- 
sentative Rolph of the Fourth (San Francisco) Cali- 
fornia district states as follows in his current news 
letter from Washington: 

“Japanese should be kept out of California per- 
manently, is the opinion of members in Congress from 
the Pacific Coast. On Wednesday, May 5, 1943, con- 
gressman after congressman took occasion to tell the 
country how we feel. The debate developed over a 
recent War Department order permitting Japanese 
enlistments in the Army. Stress was laid on hearings 
of a recent Naval Affairs Committee visit to the Pa- 
cific Coast. This problem of Japanese within our bor- 
ders is bound to become more acute each day. Japa- 
nese cannot be assimilated in our national life. For 
two hundred years prior to 1853 the Japanese kept 
themselves insulated from other peoples. Naturally 
the national feeling nurtured and cultivated for two 
centuries is intense. Successes since Pearl Harbor 
tend to further strengthen Nipponese self-esteem. 
We cannot relax our vigil for a second.” 


A Story of Red Cross Aid 


A Brooklyn father lies critically ill. His wife, har- 
rassed by worry and grief, wants her son to see his 
father, just in case... 

The son is in the Navy. He has not been home 
for two years. His last address was “care Postmaster” 
in a seaport city. Apparently he knew of his father’s 
illness, for he recently sent home a substantial sum 
of money with the message that he expected to leave 
and be with his family soon. Then, no further word. 


The mother went to her union for help, and the 
case went to the American Federation of Labor’s 
United National Relief office in New York. A long 
distance phone call was placed to the Labor Section 
at American Red Cross headquarters in Washington, 
and within an hour Red Cross Home Service was at 
work on the problem. An exchange of telegrams with 
the Brooklyn Red Cross chapter confirmed the seri- 
ousness of the father’s illness, and the Bureau of 
Naval Affairs of the Red Cross undertook to transmit 
the message requesting an emergency furlough for 
the son. He is expected home within a few days. 

This is the story of one way in which the American 
Red Cross helps to meet the human needs of service- 
men and their families—functioning as the official 
medium of communication between the people of 
the United States and their Army and Navy. 


Hotels, Rest Homes for 
Use of Merchant Seamen 


Three hotels are now being operated by United 
Seamen’s Service for the exclusive use of merchant 
seamen arriving in the crowded west coast ports of 
San Francisco, San Pedro and Seattle. 

The hotels, which have been leased for the duration, 
are: Lincoln, 115 Market street, San Francisco; 
Rialto, 832 Palos Verdes street, San Pedro; Pen- 
brook, Fourth and Marion streets, Seattle. 

Port areas committees, to represent United Sea- 
men’s Service locally, have been organized in each 
of the three cities. San Francisco’s port area chair- 
man is Jerd Sullivan, outstanding banker and civic 
leader. Vincent Fallon serves the committee as its 
executive officer. 

During the past six months USS. has co-operated 
with the War Shipping Administration in setting up 
rest homes for seamen who have been wounded in 
war zone voyages or exhausted by “torpedo tension.” 
The most famous of these convalescent homes is the 
one located near San Francisco at Millbrae, where 
USS. took over the “mansion of magnificent mir- 
rors” built in 1870 by Darius Ogden Mills. 

Douglas P. Falconer, national executive director 
of USS., has arrived on the coast for an inspection 
of USS. facilities and activities. 


Report on War Bond Sales 


E. M. Sloan, executive director of the War Savings 
Staff of the Treasury Department, reports from Wash- 
ington that during March, when the first income tax 
installment fell due, bond sales were 6.4 per cent 
higher than in February, and more than 65 per cent 
ahead of March, 1942. 

The story on redemptions was declared equally 
encouraging. From May 1, 1941, when U. S. Savings 
Bonds (Series E, F and G) were first offered for sale, 
through March 31, 1943, redemptions have been less 
than 3% per cent of total sales. And redemptions 
during March this year were only eighty-seven one- 
hundredths of one per cent of the total amount out- 
standing. That’s a record that all Americans can well 
be proud of, Sloan stated. 

Last Tuesday it was announced in press dispatches 
that the Treasury has postponed from August until 
September the third war loan drive because of the 
success of the second—which it described as the great- 
est government financing campaign in history. Over 
$5,000,000,000 in excess of the sum originally sought 
was subscribed in the April campaign. 

—_—_——_—___q—_______ 
TO HONOR SCHOOLY’ SAFETY PATROL 

Four thousand boys of the San Francisco School 
Safety Patrol will be paid public honors at their 
seventeenth annual review, to be held Thursday 
afternoon, May 27, at the Civic Center. The review 
is held each year as a tribute to the boys in recog- 
nition of their contribution to the protection of 
children from traffic dangers. The occasion will also 
celebrate another year of Patrol duty, which thus 
far has maintained the continuous record of no acci- 
dents involving school children at any of the pa- 
trolled crossings. 

——————q______ 

“We have committed the Golden Rule to memory; 

let us now commit it to life.’-—Edwin Markham. 
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S. F. Labor Council 


Secretary's Office and Headquarters: 
Labor Temple, 2940 Sixteenth Street (Room 214) 
Headquarters Phone MArket 6304 

The Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m., at the Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committee meets every 
Monday, at 8 p. m. The Organizing Committee meets every Fri- 
day, at 7:30 p. m. The Union Label Section meets the first Wed- 
nesday of every month, at 7:30 p. m. 


Synopsis of Meeting Held Friday, 
May 7, 1943. 
Meeting called to order at 8:10 p. m. by Vice-Presi- 
dent Haggerty. 
Roll Call of Officers—All present, except President 
Shelley, who was excused. 


Reading of Minutes—Minutes of previous meeting 
approved as printed in the Lasor Ciarion. 


Credentials—Referred to the organizing commit- 


tee: Ice Wagon Drivers No. 519, Eugene Anderson, 
Edward Baytus. Dental Laboratory Technicians No. 


99, W. J. Callahan. Masters, Mates and Pilots No. 


40, Capt. George Harris. 


Report of the Organizing Committee—( Meeting 


held Friday, May 7, 1943.) Called to order at 7:30 
p. m. The following were examined and were found 
to have the necessary qualifications; your committee 


therefore recommends that they be seated as dele- 


gates to this Council: Bakery Wagon Drivers No. 


484, George Simmen. Lithographers No. 17, Maurits 
Forslind. Miscellaneous Employees No. 110, Henry 
Paquet, Stelios I. Vakouras. San Francisco Printing 


Pressmen No. 24, S. P. Kane, Arthur Sanford. 


Communications—Filed: The following organiza- 


tions, in regular meeting assembled, indorsed the 
War Manpower Plan and the Operating Manual: 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers No. 24, Laundry 


and Cleaning Drivers No. 256, Sheet Metal Workers 


No. 104. From Bevins Austin, campaign director, San 


Francisco War Chest, acknowledging receipt of our 


recent check. D. V. Nicholson, campaign director, 


American Red Cross 1943 War Fund, acknowledging 
receipt of our check and thanking affiliated unions 
for their assistance. Matthew Woll, president, Union 


Labor Life Insurance Company, inclosing dividend 
payment. California State Federation of Labor Week- 


aswell’s 2, 
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for 
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ly News Letter dated May 4. Phillips S. Davies, 
chairman, Tribute to Russia Celebration, for North- 
ern California Division, asking the earnest co-opera- 
tion of all A.F.L. members in northern California to 
write fellow trade unionists in the Soviet Union; 
motion that the contents be approved by the Coun- 
cil; carried. 

Donations: The following contributions are for the 
American Red Cross War Fund: Apartment and Ho- 
tel Employees No. 14, $30.50; Waitresses No. 48, 
$500; Bakery Wagon Drivers No. 484, $1058; Feder- 
ated Locksmiths No. 1331, $5; Grocery Clerks No. 
648, $931.24; Cooks No. 44, $1467; Watchmakers No. 
101, $6.40. 

Bills were read and ordered paid, after being ap- 
proved by the trustees. 

Referred to the Secretary: Communication from 
Raymond D. Smith, executive vice-president, San 
Francisco Real Estate Board, inviting the Council to 
send a committee to a meeting called for Monday, 
May 10, 1948, at 2:30 p. m., in Room 438, 111 Sutter 
street, regarding the transportation crisis now con- 
fronting our city. 

Referred to the Executive Committee: Jewelers No. 
36, asking strike sanction against the firm of Shreve 
& Company, Post street and Grant avenue. 

Resolutions: A resolution was introduced by Hos- 
pital and Institutional Workers No. 250 asking the 
Council to request Governor Warren to veto Assem- 
bly Bill 1834 and Senate Bill 1026; moved to adopt; 
carried. A resolution was submitted by the Bay Cities 
Metal Trades Council petitioning the President and 
Congress to dissolve Executive Order No. 9328, fail- 
ing in which the Metal Trades Council will withdraw 
its no-strike pledge; moved to adopt; carried. A res- 
olution, also from the Bay Cities Metal Trades Coun- 
cil, expressed vigorous disapproval of the “labor 
freezing” policy of the War Manpower Commission; 
moved to adopt; carried. [See complete text of the 
three above-mentioned resolutions elsewhere in this 
issue of the Laspor Cxarion.] 

Report of Speci4l Committee (for surveying food 
facilities in Bay Area shipyards)—The committee 
appointed by the Council submitted its report after 
investigating food facilities in Bay Area shipyards. 
Motion, that the report of the committee be con- 
curred in by the Council and their recommendations 
carried out; motion carried. Brother White an- 
nounced that a copy of the report would be published 
in the American Labor Citizen, which is put out by 
the Metal Trades Council. 

Reports of Unions—Miscellaneous Employees No. 
110—Have voted to continue assessment of 50 cents 
per member for one more year to assist war relief 
agencies; started last June and will continue until 
May, 1944. 


Secretary O’Connell gave a brief report on his visit 


“We Don’t Patronize”’ List 


The concerns listed below are on the “We Don’t Patronize” list of the San Francisco Labor Council. 
Members of labor unions and sympathizers are requested to note this list carefully from week to week: 


Adam Hat Stores, Inc., 119 Kearny. 
Advance Pattern Company, 552 Mission. 
American Distributing Company. 
Austin Studio, 833 Market. 

Avenue Hotel, 419 Golden Gate. 

Becker Distributing Company. 

Bruener, John, Company. 

B & G Sandwich Shops. 

California Watch Case Company. 

Chan Quong, photo engraver, 680 Clay. 


Curtis Publishing Co. (Philadelphia), publishers of 
Saturday Evening Post, Ladies’ Home Journal, 
Country Gentleman. 


Desenfant, A., & Co., manufacturing jewelers, 
150 Post. 


Doran Hotels (include St. Regis, 85 Fourth St.; 
Mint, 141 Fifth St.; Hale, 939 Mission St.; 
Land, 936 Mission St.; Hillsdale, 51 Sixth St.; 
Grand Central, 1412 Market St., and the Ford 
Apartments, 957 Mission St.). 

Drake Cleaners and Dyers. 

Forderer Cornice Works, 269 Potrero. 

Gantner & Mattern, 1453 Mission. 

Gates Rubber Company, 2700 Sixteenth Street. 

General Distillers, Ltd., 136 Front St. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of overalls and 
workingmen’s clothing. 

Lucerne Apartments, 766 Sutter. 

Mirsky, B., & Son, wholesale cigars and tobaccos, 
468 Third St. 

M. R. C. Roller Bearing Company, 550 Polk. 

National Beauty Salon, 207 Powell. 

Navalet Seed Company, 423 Market. 
O’Keefe-Merritt Stove Co. Products, Los Angeles. 


Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom. 

Purity Springs Water Company, 2050 Kearny. 

Remington-Rand, Inc., 509 Market. 

Romaine Photo Studio, 220 Jones. 

Royal Typewriter Company, 153 Kearny. 

Sealey Mattress Company, 6699 San Pablo Avenue, 
Oakland. 

Sherwin-Williams Paint Company. 

Sloane, W. & J. 

Smith, L. C., Typewriter Company, 545 Market. 

Speed-E Menu Service, 693 Mission. 

Standard Oil Company. 

Stanford University Hospital, Clay and Webster. 

Sutro Baths and Skating Rink. 

Swift & Co. 

Time and life (magazines), products of the unfair 
Donnelley firm (Chicago) 

Underwood Typewriter Company, 531 Market. 

Val Vita Food Products, Inc., Fullerton, Calif. 

Wooldridge Tractor Equipment Company, Sunny- 
vale, California. 


All non-union independent taxicabs. 


Barber Shops that do not display the shop card of 
the Journeymen Barbers’ Union are unrair. 


Beauty Shops that do not display the shop card of 
the Hairdressers and Cosmetologists’ Depart- 
ment of the Journeymen Barbers’ International 
Union of America are unfair. 


Cleaning establishments that do not display the 
bce care of Retail Cleaners’ Union No. 93 are 
unfair. 


Locksmith Shops which do not display the union 
shop card of Federated Locksmiths No. 1331 
are unfair. 


Friday, April 14, 1943 


"| Am An American Day" 
Observance at Auditorium 


Proud of their American citizenship and realizing 
that one of the greatest responsibilities of American 
citizens is to support the war by buying Bonds and 
Stamps, members of nationality groups in San Fran- 
cisco are going to make practical demonstration of 
their loyalty and patriotism next Sunday—“I Am An 
American Day.” 

The stage will be set in the Civic Auditorium and 
from afternoon until late at night foreign bom 
Americans and their descendants will show their ap. 
preciation of America and the ideals of democracy, 
The observance, climaxing American Citizenship 
Week, will be under the direction of the U. S. Treas. 
ury’s war savings staff. 

Each of the twenty-two participating nationality 
groups will sponsor a booth. Some will sell art ob. 
jects and native trinkets. Others will offer coffee and 
refreshments. And every cent raised by their effort 
will be converted into War Securities. 

All new citizens—those who have attained their 
majority during the year and those naturalized— 
will be honored by the “I Am An American Day” 
exercises opening at 3 o'clock, 

Supervisor Jesse C. Colman, chairman of the 
citizens’ committee in charge of the day, will be the 
presiding officer. Speakers will include Mayor Rossi, 
Lieut. Earl Kinzer, a hero of Guadalcanal; and Dr, 
William F. Russell of Columbia University. 

Then will come entertainment of a kind never scen 
in San Francisco before. It will be a grand show, 
with each of the nationality groups participating 
in folk dancing, singing and a variety of other fea- 
tures that will amuse the crowds and will, besides, 
illustrate the cultural contribution of each group to 
the development and upbuilding of America, 

The climax of the affair will be a great pageant of 
all nations in which each group will participate with 
pageantry and tableau, promising to be an ensemble 
such as never has been produced in San Francisco. 


to Sacramento to consider establishment of a State 
War Chest to collaborate and be affiliated with the 
National War Chest. 


Receipts, $3440.75; disbursements, $528.04. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p. m. 
Respectfully submitted. 
JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 


“He enjoys much who is thankful for little. A 
grateful mind is a great mind.”—Secker. 
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Friday, April 14, 1943 


LABOR CLARION 


: 


Labor Council Resolutions 


As referred to in the minutes of the San Francisco 
Labor Council, appearing elsewhere in this issue, the 
following three resolutions were adopted by the Coun- 
cil at its meeting held last Friday evening: 


REQUESTING VETO BY GOVERNOR 


Whereas, Assembly Bill 1334 and Senate Bill No. 
1026 were favorably passed upon by the Assembly 
and the Senate at the fifty-fifth session of the Legis- 
lature; and 


Whereas, These two bills will deprive some 7000 
hospital workers in the State of California of the 
state unemployment insurance; and 

Whereas, These two bills were passed because word 
was spread around the Assembly that under the law 
charitable and non-profitable hospitals do not come 
under the category of the Unemployment Insurance 
Act; and 

Whereas, A shining example of the type of charity 
that these hospitals render has been exposed in the 
Congressional Record in a speech by the Honorable 
John M. Coffee, congressman of the State of Wash- 
ington, in which the false face of charity was lifted 
fiom these hospitals; and 

Whereas, The hospital workers of the State of 
California are the most underpaid and underprivi- 
leged of all workers; now, therefore, be it 

ReEsoLveD, That the San Francisco Labor Council go 
on record requesting the Honorable Earl Warren, 
Governor of the State of California, to veto these 
bills; and be it further 

ResotveD, That copies of this resolution be sent to 
the California State Federation of Labor requesting 
them to take similar action. 


DISAPPROVAL OF “LABOR FREEZE” 


ResotveD, That this Conference of Pacific Coast 
Metal Trades representatives express their vigorous 
disapproval of the present labor-freezing policy of 
the War Manpower Commission as being repugnant 
to our ideals of Americanism, in that it introduces a 
form of involuntary servitude and freezes free labor 
against its will to jobs in private industry, whereas 
industry is permitted to amass profits while workers 
are compelled to accept sub-standard wages, thus dis- 
criminating against the great army of loyal wage 
earners, 

Moreover, it is our considered opinion, based upon 
our knowledge of the spirit of American workers, 
that so much resentment will result from this policy, 
that production will be reduced instead of increased 
and the war effort will suffer accordingly; be it fur- 
ther 

Resotvep, That this, our deliberate conviction as 
loyal and patriotic American citizens, aroused over 
this unjustified invasion of our essential American 
liberties, be transmitted to the President of the United 
States; Chairman Paul V. McNutt of the War Man- 
power Commission, and the members of the Congress 
of the United States. 

Approved by the unanimous vote of the represen- 
tatives of the Pacific Coast District Metal Trades 
Council in coastwise session in Portland, Ore., Thurs- 
day, April 22, 1943, 


REQUESTING DISSOLUTION OF 
EXECUTIVE ORDER No. 9328 


Whereas, The American Federation of Labor mem- 
bers of the National War Labor Board in their spe- 
cial concurring opinion in the matter of the Uni- 
versal Atlas Cement Company and Universal Ce- 
ment Workers’ Union, Local 309, International Union 
of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers, C.1.0., Order of 
April 15, 1943, Case No. 2931-CS-D, point out in 
Paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 of this opinion the chaotic 
condition which Executive Order No. 9328 had been 
mstrumental in effecting: 

“The National War Labor Board is one agency 
that needs to make no apologies for its record; 
it deserves both the confidence and respect of 
the Administration. During the existence of the 
National War Labor Board production has 
reached new all-time highs while strikes have 
dropped to new all-time lows during a war. Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 9328 has greatly weakened the 
Board as an effective instrumentality for main- 
taining industrial peace by taking away from it 
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the power to grant wage increases to eliminate 
gross inequities and to aid in the more effeetive 
prosecution of the war. 

“There are mauy more serious problems which 
will arise from the Executive Order in its present 
form. It is only natural that the workers of the 
country will lose confidence in an Administration 
which penalizes them for the delays of the War 
Labor Board which was created by that Adminis- 
tration. The volume of work of the National 
War Labor Board has been so great that it has 
been impossible for the Board to keep up with its 
docket. Hence, many cases stand on the Board’s 
docket which were certified months and months 
ago. Many thousands of workers have been in- 
volved in other cases certified at the same time, 
but their cases were disposed of before April 8. 
The workers who have suffered for many months 
past because of unavoidable delays in the settle- 
ment of their cases by the National War Labor 
Board will be all the more embittered now if the 
Administration applies the Executive Order of 
April 8, 1943, without making any exception for 
pending cases. 

“What about future cases? Are we now to 
enter into a procedure which is in conflict with 
the tri-partite process which labor agreed to with 
the President when the War Labor Board was 
set up? Are they, on the contrary, to be settled 
by Government fiat? Labor considers this latter 
development a flagrant violation of the no-strike- 
no-lockout, all-disputes-to-be-settled-by-peaceful- 
Means agreement of December 23, 1941. The 
agreement with the President was that all labor 
disputes would be settled for the duration of war 
by a tri-partite War Labor Board. Now we find 

. that wage disputes involving gross inequities and 

manifest injustices apparently cannot be settled 
by the tri-partite War Labor Board in which 
labor, industry and the public have a vote. 


“(Signed) “George Meany 
“Matthew Woll 
“Robert J. Watt 
“Martin P. Durkin 
“Louis A. Lopez 
“Fred Hewitt.” 


Whereas, This Executive Order now in effect de- 


stroys the tri-partite functioning of the War Labor 
Board; and 


Whereas, The “15 Per Cent Cost-of-Living” formu- 
la subscribed to by the board came into existence as 
of last May, 1942, and subsequent to that the cost of 
living in the city of San Francisco has risen some 6 
per cent, which indicates that the 15 per cent formula 
of itself is not justified; and 


Whereas, Executive Order No. 9328, as above point- 
ed out, violates the Government’s promise to labor; 
therefore, be it 


Resotvep, That the Bay Cities Metal Trades Coun- 
cil in meeting assembled at San Francisco does hereby 
go on record in petitioning the President and the 
Congress to dissolve this order, and that we call on 
all locals, councils and internationals within the A.F.L. 
to press a concerted effort in seeking the abolition of 
this Executive Order No. 9328; and be it further 


Resotvep, That if the peaceful petitioning of the 
President and the Congress shall not give us relief, 
that in view of the fact that the Government of these 
United States of America has not carried out its prom- 
ise to labor, therefore, we will withdraw the no-strike 
pledge. 

Copies of this Resolution to be sent to the San 
Francisco Labor Council, and to all international 
Brotherhoods. 
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Slowdown on Employment 
Of Women in War Plants 


The number of women wage earners in manufac- 
turing industries in California again reached a new 
high in March, but the rate of increase in war in- 
dustries is slowing down, John F. Dalton, chief of the 
Division of Labor Statistics and Law Enforcement, 
reports. 

A total of 202,800 women was employed in Califor- 
nia factories in March, compared with 196,800 in Feb- 
ruary and 61,700 in March, 1942. Women constituted 
23.8 per cent of all manufacturing wage earners in 
March, 1943, compared with 11.2 per cent a year ago. 

Increases during the past year and a half occurred 
chiefly in durable goods industries, particularly in 
aircraft, electrical equipment, machinery, iron and 
steel products, and shipbuilding. The gain of 7900 
women in durable goods industries to 147,000 in 
March, from 139,000 in February, is the smallest 
monthly advance since last July and reflects a taper- 
ing off in the rate of increase which reached a peak 
last October. 

Additional hirings of women in the aircraft industry 
brought the number of female factory workers to 
102,200 in March, which compares with 96,700 in Feb- 
ruary, 8600 in March, 1942, and less than 1000 in 
March, 1941. The number of women wage earners 
in private shipyards increased moderately in March 
to approximately 14,200, from 13,000 in February and 
practically none a year ago. 

A decrease in the number of women factory work- 
ers in nondurable goods industries to 55,800 in March, 
from 57,700 in February, was due principally to re- 
ductions in the food group, and particularly in fish 
canning. 

Manufacturing plants in the San Francisco Bay in- 
dustrial area employed a total of 39,200 women as 
wage earners in March, 900 more than in February, 
and 24,300 more than the total of 14,900 in March, 
1942. 

Despite a net increase in the number of women in 
all manufacturing plants in this area, the ratio of 
women to total wage earners dropped to 14.5 per 
cent in March, from 14.7 per cent in February, be- 
cause a larger proportion of women than men was laid 
off in nondurable goods industries. 
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Ask Friendship Letters 
Be Written to Russians 


Letters of friendship to the Russian people are 
being sought by Russian War Relief, Inc., as part 
of a nation-wide “Tribute to Russia” observance, and 
closing June 22, second anniversary of the Nazi inva- 
sion of Russian soil. 

The letters, addressed to soldiers, school children, 
defense workers, doctors or other classifications in the 
USS.R. and delivered to Russian War Relief head- 
quarters, will be baled, without envelopes, and shipped 
to Russia with relief supplies, according to Phillips 
S. Davies, northern California chairman of the ob- 
servance. 


Purpose of the project, according to Davies, is to 
acquaint the Soviet public with the aid America is 
giving to Russia through Russian War Relief and 
war chests; to emphasize anew the importance of 
friendship and unity between the two peoples; and 
to elicit a mass expression to the Soviet people of 
the admiration and sympathy with which they are 
regarded by the American people. 

Regulations announced are: (1) only one sheet 
of paper should be used, but the writer may use both 
sides; (2) the name and address of the writer should 
be given so that the recipient may answer; (3) no 
postage is required other than that needed to send 
the letter to Russian War Relief headquarters, 422 
Sutter street, San Francisco, or any Russian War 


Relief office; (4) letters may not be addressed to 


specific individuals, but can be addressed to any 
classification desired. 

The observance will also include the intensification 
of all regular activities, including the production of 
new clothing and collection of used clothing and 
watches. A mass meeting and program with a speaker 
of national note is planned for June 22 at the San 
Francisco Civic Auditorium as a climax to the ob- 
servance. 


Three Wage Hearings by 
State Welfare Commission 


The Industrial Welfare Commission of the State 
of California is giving notice that it will hold public 
hearings this month for the purpose of taking evi- 
dence on minimum wages, maximum hours of work 
and standards of labor, and for taking evidence for 
or against recommendations of wage boards made 
to the commission affecting three industries. 

The first of these hearings pertains to industries 
handling farm products after harvest, and will be 
held on May 26; the secund, to the amusement and 
recreation industries, on May 27, and the third 
to the transportation industries, on May 28. Each 
of the hearings will be held in the State building, 
San Francisco, beginning at 10 a. m. 

Union organizations whose members are in any 
Manner connected with the above-mentioned indus- 
tries should obtain a copy of the notice of the 
hearing, which defines in detail the various classi- 
fications of employees whose interests are involved 
and those exempted. Also, at the offices of the Di- 
vision of Industrial Welfare, 515 Van Ness avenue, 
San Francisco, there is available to interested persons 
for study, the findings and recommendations of the 
three wage boards. 


Have you donated blood to the Blood Bank? 
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Tin Can Collection Next Sunday 


Next Sunday, May 16, is the date for this month’s 
collection of tin cans. Remove the labels, wash and 
flatten the cans. This is the correct. procedure for the 
San Francisco area. Then place the crushed tins in a 
box at the corner of your block tomorrow (Saturday) 
night, ready for early Sunday morning collection. 


Mrs. Prentiss Cobb Hale, chairman of the Tin 
Can Salvage for Victory Committee, stated this week 
that from some of the previous collections the copper 
companies produced 3,587,324 pounds of pure copper 
from the detinned cans, adding that this tonnage of 
copper when made into the standard No. 14 gauge 
copper wire would extend more than twice around 
the globe. This wire is used in battleships, transports, 
tankers, airplanes, tanks, automobiles and other vital 
materials for the nations’ armed forces. 

ee ea 


WAR MODELS OF OVERALLS 
War models of overalls vith dollars-and-cents ceil- 
ing prices attached shortly will become available to 
consumers as a result of action by the O.P.A. covering 
men’s bib overalls, overall coats and waistband over- 
alls or dungarees. 
—— 


Buy Union Label Merchandise from Union Clerks. 


Friday, Aprit 14, 1943 


A.F.L. Directs Unions to 
Fight Anti-Labor Laws 


President. William Green of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has directed state federations of labo; 
and city central bodies in Texas, Arkansas, South 
Dakota, Idaho, Kansas and Colorado to refrain from 
complying with recently enacted anti-labor legislation, 
in these States on the ground that the laws “violate 
both state and federal constitutions.” A legal opinion 
to this effect has been received from Joseph A. Pad- 
way, counsel for the A.F.L. 


The American Federation of Labor, Green deelare:t 
in a circular letter, had no intention of refusing to 
comply with valid laws, but it is convinced that com- 
pliance with the unconstitutional measures will dis- 
rupt normal labor relations and impose serious 
injury upon the labor movement. 

Therefore, the A.F.L. is determined to resist. these 
new measures and challenge their constitutionality in 
the courts. 

“Let us attack the validity of these anti-labor sta- 
tutes and exhaust every legal right which may be 
accorded us in the fight we must of necessity make 
against the constitutionality of said legislation,” Green 


said. 
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YOUR CONTINUED HELP 
IN MAKING ONLY VITAL CALLS 
TO WAR-BUSY CENTERS IS 
MORE AND MORE 
ESSENTIAL EVERY DAY 
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